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ANNUAL  SUMMARY 

District  Reports 

Annual  reports  were  received  from  eighty-six  active 
Irrigation  districts  giving  the  results  of  their  operations  for 
the  year  194-5.  No  new  irrigation  districts  were  organized 
during  this  period,  and  none  were  dissolved.   One  Inactive 
district  was  revived  and  placed  on  an  active  basis  through 
acquisition  of  the  canal  system  serving  its  lands. 

A  review  of  the  statistical  data  submitted  by  districts 
shows  another  year  of  successful  operations,  despite  many  handi- 
caps encountered  due  to  continued  shortages  of  farm  labor, 
materials,  and  equipment. 

Seventy-one  districts  are  listed  with  outstanding  bond 
obligations  in  the  amount  of  $68,732,068.   One  district  completed 
retirement  of  its  bond  issue  during  the  year,  while  two  others 
issued  new  bonds  in  the  total  amount  of  $7 » 070,000.  New  re- 
funding bonds  in  the  amovint  of  $14,937*^00  were  also  approved  for 
refinancing  previous  Issues. 

Seven  districts  still  showed  overdue  and  unpaid  obli- 
gations in  some  amount.  These  districts  have  been  in  default  for 
a  number  of  years.  Plans  are  under  way  to  liquidate  the  indebted- 
ness in  three  of  them,  but  attempts  to  refinance  the  others  have 
met  with  little  success. 

Seventy-five  districts  levied  assessments  for  the  year 
1943-44  in  the  total  amount  of  $4,311,389.  Delinquencies  in 
payment  of  assessments  on  the  date  of  last  certificate  sale 
averaged  3.8  percent  for  the  group  as  a  whole  with  only  three 
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districts  exceeding  a  delinquency  of  fifteen  percent,  the  amount 
provided  for  in  setting  the  assessment  rate. 

The  total  area  of  tax  deeded  land  held  by  forty-six 
districts  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  156,854  acres.  Forty-five 
districts  reported  receipts  of  $498,779  from  land  sales  during 
this  period,  indicating  a  rapid  return  of  these  properties  to 
the  assessment  rolls. 

A  review  of  annual  financial  statements  submitted  by 
eighty-two  districts  shows  total  receipts  from  all  sources  for 
the  year  I943  were  $38,274,554,  while  disbursements  during  this 
period  amounted  to  $35 > 796, 829 •  Very  little  was  accomplished 
in  the  way  of  new  construction.  Many  districts  invested  siirplus 
moneys  in  Government  securities  to  provide  funds  for  replacements 
and  betterments  after  the  war. 

The  total  cultivated  area  in  all  districts  reporting 
was  1,963»710  acres,  of  which  1,832,288  acres  were  irrigated  and 
131,422  acres  were  dry-farmed.  Approximately  sixty-nine  percent 
of  the  irrigable  area  was  irrigated  during  1943  in  the  eighty 
districts  that  supplied  crop  information. 

The  total  amount  of  water  diverted  by  all  districts 
was  8,766,300  acre-feet.  Approximately  eighty-four  percent  was 
obtained  by  gravity,  eleven  percent  by  pumping  from  streams,  and 
five  percent  by  pumping  from  district  wells.  For  all  pvmping 
operations  a  total  installation  of  45,961  horsepower  was  reported. 
Growing  Season  of  1943 

Growing  conditions  during  the  year  were  favorable  for 
production  in  most  sections  of  the  State.  There  were  no 
extensive  losses  from  winter  cold  or  late  spring  frosts  and 
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there  were  no  long  periods  of  excessive  summer  heat  that  might 
have  caused  appreciable  damage.  Moisture  supplies  were  gener- 
ally Eimple,  with  rainfall  sufficient  for  dry  land  crops  and 
adequate  water  for  summer  irrigation  needs. 

The  total  annual  snowfall  for  the  State  was  only 
sixty  percent  of  normal,  and  the  annual  precipitation  was  some- 
what less  than  the  forty- seven  year  average.  Heavy  rains  in 
March,  and  excessive  runoff  from  snow  cover  in  the  Southern 
Sierra  Nevada  during  subsequent  months,  did  cause  flooding  of 
some  112,000  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  Tulare  Lake,  resulting 
in  appreciable  damage  to  grain  crops  in  that  area. 

A  late  spring  followed  by  a  cool  summer  retarded 
development  somevrtiat  in  the  rice  and  cotton  districts,  but 
higher  temperatures  during  the  latter  part  of  the  season 
remedied  this  condition.  Autumn  months  were  warm  and  dry,  per- 
mitting late  crops  to  mature,  and  growers  were  able  to  extend 
harvesting  operations  well  into  the  final  months  of  the  year. 
Farm  Operations 

A  review  of  statistics  gathered  by  the  California 
Cooperative  Crop  Reporting  Service  shows  that  virgent  demands 
from  the  nation  for  more  and  more  food  were  admirably  met  by 
farmers  of  the  State  in  1943*  The  impact  of  war  conditions  the 
previous  year  had  abruptly  affected  the  industry,  but  in  1943 
operations  of  all  growers,  processors,  and  shippers  were  further 
disarranged  through  these  unusual  conditions. 

Many  materials  and  supplies  were  limited  which  necessi- 
tated substitutes  and  adjustments.  Labor  for  farm  operations 
was  scarce,  costs  were  increased,  and  the  usual  pace  of  pro- 
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duction  was  often  reduced  by  the  relative  inexperience  of  new 
and  untrained  workers.  Transportation  and  storage  problems 
continued  to  be  more  difficult  than  usual, 

A  large  production  of  field  crops  was  achieved  despite 
the  many  handicaps  encoTintered.  Record  crops  of  rice,  flaxseed, 
potatoes,  and  hay  were  produced  because  of  favorable  yields  per 
acre  and  record  acreages  harvested.   The  barley  and  oat  crops 
were  above  average,  but  slightly  below  the  large  production 
established  the  previous  year.   Crops  of  wheat,  sugar  beets,  and 
cotton  were  smaller  because  of  reduced  acreage  planted,  but  the 
yields  per  acre  were  good.  The  combined  value  of  field  crops 
harvested  set  a  new  record  twenty  percent  higher  than  for  the 
previous  year,  due  mainly  to  the  higher  price  levels  received 
for  farm  products.  This  did  not  represent  a  corresponding  net 
gain  to  the  fannaer,  however,  as  labor  and  production  costs  were 
higher  than  usual. 

The  tonnage  of  major  fruit  and  nut  crops  produced  was 
about  three  percent  above  that  for  the  preceding  year,  and 
brought  California  farmers  a  larger  aggregate  annual  return  than 
any  previous  season.  All  crops  sold  at  higher  than  usual  prices, 
although  some" crops  brought  relatively  lower  prices  than  others. 
This  higher  price  level  did  not  necessarily  result  in  extreme 
profits  since  costs  of  production,  harvesting,  and  handling  were 
likewise  on  a  new  high  level. 

Apricots  were  the  only  crop  conspicuously  below  the 
usual  production  average.  New  high  production  records  of  both 
grapes  and  pears  vrere  established.  The  marketing  season  for 
most  of  these  crops  was  accompanied  by  considerable  confusion 
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as  new  regulations,  restrictions,  and  price  ceilings  became  ef- 
fective. Many  of  the  new  directives  were  not  in  operation  until 
after  the  harvest  had  begun. 

Vegetable  and  melon  crops  returned  growers  and  ship- 
pers about  twenty-six  percent  more  for  their  products  in  194-5 
than  during  the  preceding  year.  Acreages  of  most  crops  were  re- 
duced, but  yields  were  as  good  or  better  in  many  instances. 
Unit  prices  received  were  double  and  sometimes  treble  the  194-2 
averages.  The  decline  in  cropped  area  was  due  to  governmental 
discouragement  of  certain  vegetable  acreages  and  the  appre- 
hension of  growers  concerning  labor  supplies.  Although  the 
question  of  adequate  farm  labor  was  constantly  present,  there 
was  no  appreciable  vegetable  loss  due  to  insufficient  help  at 
harvest  time.  Most  crops  were  sold  under  a  strong  market  demand 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  vegetables  were  not  in  over  supply. 

California  livestock  and  poultry  producers  met  the  de- 
mand for  further  increases  in  output  of  meat,  eggs,  and  dairy 
products,  although  their  efforts  to  supply  these  needs  en- 
countered difficulties.  Feed  crop  production  within  the  State, 
although  high,  was  not  sufficiently  increased  by  other  supplies 
to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  livestock  numbers.  The  increased 
demand  for  feed,  uneven  application  of  ceiling  price  arrange- 
ments, and  difficulties  in  feed  distribution  caused  for  many 
producers  a  much  less  favorable  livestock  feed  price  relation 
than  was  enjoyed  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  total  cash  income  to  livestock  growers  in  19*3 » 
based  on  average  prices  received  by  them  at  point  of  first  sale, 
was  placed  by  tentative  estimates  at  eighteen  percent  over  the 
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DISTRICT  ORGANIZATION 

The  largest  area  in  irrigation  projects  of  the  State 
has  been  organized  under  the  California  Irrigation  District  Act. 
There  are  at  present  about  one  hundred  of  these  districts  in 
existence,  embracing  a  gross  area  of  three  and  one-half  million 
acres.  Of  this  ntmber  about  ninety  districts  are  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  distribution  of  water  for  irrigation,  while  the 
remainder  are  more  or  less  inactive,  in  that  they  have  not 
started  operating  the  works  or  carried  out  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  organized.  Most  of  this  latter  group  maintain 
some  form  of  organization,  pending  the  completion  of  their  plans 
for  acquiring  a  water  supply  or  the  favorable  opportunity  of 
taking  over  the  systems  now  serving  the  lands. 

There  were  no  new  districts  formed  in  194-3  and  none 
were  dissolved.   One  inoperative  district  that  had  been  organized 
for  a  number  of  years  was  revived  when  threatened  with  the  loss 
of  its  water  supply,  and  succeeded  in  acquiring  the  system  within 
its  boiindaries  through  condemnation  procedure.  As  operation  of 
the  works  was  first  undertaken  by  the  district  during  the  current 
year,  it  has  been  listed  among  the  active  organizations  as  of 
that  date,  and  a  short  account  of  its  history  and  status  is  given 
on  the  following  pages. 
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STRATFORD  IRRIGATION  DISTRICT 

Location;  East  side  of  Kings  River  north 

of  Tulare  Lake  bed  in  Kings 
County. 

Date  of  Organization;   1916. 

Gross  Area;  9»875  Acres. 

Post  Office;  Stratford. 

Transportation;        Branch  line  Southern  Pacific 

Railroad. 

History 

In  1905  the  Empire  Investment  Company  purchased  and 
subdivided  a  tract  of  some  l8,700  acres  of  land  lying  astride 
the  south  channel  of  Kings  River,  immediately  north  of  Tulare 
Lake.  This  tract  later  became  known  as  the  Empire  Ranch.  The 
Empire  Water  Company  was  organized  to  handle  conveyance  of  ir- 
rigation water  to  the  land,  and  to  it  was  deeded  the  canal 
system,  together  with  8-5/8  shares  of  stock  in  a  mutual  wseter 
company.  The  deed  specifically  stated  that  riparian  water 
rights  were  appurtenant  to  the  land  and  were  reserved  to  each 
separate  tract.  Empire  Water  Company  entered  into  contracts 
to  deliver  water  to  all  of  the  lands  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
one  second-foot  to  each  quarter  section.  The  land  company  or 
its  assignees  were  to  pay  annually  for  this  service  the  sum  of 
|1.00  per  acre,  which  charge  was  a  lien  upon  the  land,  whether 
or  not  water  was  actually  used. 

During  the  dry  years  of  1912  and  191?  many  of  the 
irrigators  suffered  loss,  brought  suits  against  the  water  com- 
pany, and  refused  to  pay  water  bills.  The  river  flow  continued 
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to  decrease  due  to  upstream  diversions  and  water  was  available 
usually  only  in  flood  season.   Empire  Water  Company  would  take 
no  action  to  protect  water  rights,  contending  that  this  was  the 
duty  of  those  holding  the  land. 

In  April  1916  landowners,  representing  that  portion 
of  the  Empire  Ranch  east  of  the  river,  petitioned  for  the  for- 
mation of  Stratford  Irrigation  District  with  the  thought  of 
acquiring  and  operating  the  canal  system  serving  that  area. 
After  organization,  the  District  and  the  water  company  failed 
to  agree  on  the  price  of  $1^0,000  which  was  set  upon  the  works, 
and  nothing  was  finally  accomplished.  The  District  remained 
inoperative,  but  maintained  an  organization  through  the  suc- 
ceeding years  to  guard  against  further  loss  of  water  to  other 
areas. 

In  1931»  that  portion  of  the  Empire  Ranch  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  was  organized  as  the  Empire  West  Side 
Irrigation  District.  Damage  suits  were  successfully  brought 
against  the  water  company  by  these  landowners  for  failure  to 
deliver  vrater  when  it  was  available,  and  in  settlement  of  all 
claims,  the  company  deeded  the  distribution  system  on  that  side 
of  the  river  to  the  irrigation  district. 

Landowners  in  the  Stratford  Irrigation  District  were 
somewhat  more  favorably  situated,  as  they  had  always  received 
water  from  the  8-5/8  shares  of  stock  in  Lemoore  Canal  and 
Irrigation  Company,  in  addition  to  the  pro  rata  diversions  made 
by  the  Empire  Canals.  Management  of  the  Empire  Water  Company 
passed  into  new  hands  about  1957  however,  and  these  shares  of 
stock  were  pledged  for  debts  of  the  new  owners.  To  protect 
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themselves  against  possible  loss  of  the  Lemoore  stock  and  their 
rights  to  water  from  this  source,  the  landowners,  through 
Stratford  Irrigation  District,  brought  condemnation  proceedings 
against  the  Empire  Water  Company  in  194-0,  and  finally  received 
judgment  against  the  defendents,  in  which  a  valuation  of  $35,000 
was  placed  on  the  remaining  works  in  their  control. 
Development 

The  Stratford  district  is  a  grain  farming  and  dairying 
community  with  a  population  of  about  200  in  the  town  and  500  on 
surrounding  farms.   It  is  served  by  a  branch  from  the  Gtoshen- 
Coalinga  line  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  by  paved 
highways  extending  south  from  Fresno  and  west  from  Hanford.  A 
crop  survey  of  the  district  made  in  1943  showed  3,799  acres  in 
grain,  1,480  acres  in  cotton,  1,295  acres  in  alfalfa,  and  60 
acres  in  flax.   736  acres  were  utilized  as  irrigated  pasture  and 
468  additional  acres  were  in  open  fields. 
Soils  and  Topography 

Soils  in  the  northern  end  of  the  district  are  composed 
of  Merced  clay  loams  and  clays  which  extend  along  the  east  bank 
of  the  south  channel  of  Kings  River  in  a  strip  one  to  two  miles 
in  width.   In  the  southern  half  of  the,  district,  Chino  and  Foster 
loams  predominate  along  the  river,  with  an  area  of  Foster  sandy 
loeuns  to  the  east  surrounding  the  town  of  Stratford.  The  soil 
survey  map*  shows  some  alkali  present  along  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  district,  but  lands  along  the  river  are  free  from  harmful 
concentrations. 


I 


*U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Bureau  of  Soils, 
Reconnoissance  Soil  Survey  of  the  Middle  San  Joaquin  Valley, 


California. 
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The  topography  is  that  of  the  typical  flat  valley 
floor  with  gentle  slope  to  the  south  of  about  five  feet  to  the 
mile.  Elevations  range  from  210  to  190  feet.   The  tovra  of 
Stratford,  in  the  center  of  the  district,  has  an  elevation  of 
200  feet.  Drainage  is  somewhat  of  a  problem  because  of  the 
flat  terrain. 
Water  Supply 

Of  the  9,875  acres  in  the  district  about  3,900  acres 
of  the  higher  lands  can  be  irrigated  only  from  the  Lemoore  Canal 
and  Irrigation  Company  system,  while  the  remainder  of  the  area 
can  receive  water  diverted  by  either  the  Lemoore  or  the  Empire 
canals.  Water  rights  of  the  Lemoore  Canal  date  back  to  187O, 
which  give  it  a  favorable  place  on  the  schedule  for  diversions 
from  Kings  River.  The  8-$/8  shares  of  Lemoore  stock  held  by  the 
Empire  Water  Company  are  obligated  to  service  of  lands  in  the 
Stratford  area  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Since  a  total  of 
only  fifty-four  shares  of  Lemoore  stock  have  been  issued,  the 
Stratford  area  is  entitled  to  about  sixteen  percent  of  the  an- 
nual diversions  made  under  this  system,  which  have  averaged 
around  90,000  acre-feet  over  the  past  twenty  years. 

Diversions  by  the  Empire  Canals  are  based  on  riparian 
rights.  The  canals  are  located  in  a  rather  unfavorable  position 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  south  channel  of  Kings  River  and 
receive  water  usually  only  during  high  stages  of  that  stream. 
The  pondage  effect  between  levees  in  the  river  channel  above 
Stratford  Weir  No.  1  is  of  considerable  importance,  however,  as 
it  makes  possible  the  storage  of  about  6,000  acre-feet  of  water 
that  can  be  used  for  irrigation  when  there  is  no  flow  in  the  river. 
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Works  Acquired 

Properties  of  the  Empire  Water  Company  acquired  by 

the  District  through  condemnation  procedure  consist  in  general 

of  the  following: 

1*  Title  to  the  8-5/8  shares  of  stock  of  Lemoore 
Canal  and  Irrigation  Company,  held  by  the 
Empire  Water  Company  as  trustee  for  the  land- 
owners. 

2.  An  ownership  of  19/52  in  the  Upper  Stratford 
Weir  across  the  channel  of  Kings  River.  The 
remaining  ownership  being  held  by  the  Empire 
West  Side  Irrigation  District. 

3.  Fee  title  to  rights  of  way  occupied  by  Empire 
Canals  No.  2  and  No.  4,  together  with  their 
laterals  2a,  2b,  2d,  2e,  4a,  and  4c,  as  shown 
on  the  district  map. 

4.  Fee  title  to  rights  of  way  occupied  by  exten- 
sions of  the  Lemoore  Canal  and  Irrigation 
Company  system,  designated  laterals  1-D-l, 
D-3,  F-7,  on  the  district  map. 

5   Rights  of  way  over  a  strip  of  land  40  feet  in 
width  on  each  side  of  the  river  for  levee 
purposes. 

6«  Fee  title  to  the  river  channel  between  toes  of 
levees  from  the  north  line  of  the  Empire  Ranch 
in  Section  19,  T19S. ,  R20E,  to  the  north  line 
of  Section  19,  T20S.,  R20E,  six  miles  to  the 
south,  subject  to  rights  of  others  to  transport 
and  store  waters  in  the  channel  for  diversion 
purposes. 

The  District  did  not  acquire  any  ownership  in  the  lower 
Stratford  Weir,  but  it  has  a  right  to  the  use  of  it  for  di- 
version of  riparian  waters  through  Canal  No.  4  and  its  laterals 
to  serve  the  southern  end  of  the  district. 
Warrants  Outstanding 

To  meet  the  condemnation  award  of  |35»000  for  the 
water  system  and  water  stock,  as  well  as  the  costs  of  suit,  the 
District  issued  time  warrants  in  1943  in  the  amount  of  |38,000, 
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bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  5-1/2  percent  and  maturing  in 

three  installments  as  follows: 

Warrant  Numbers       Principal  Amount        Maturity  Date 

1  to  13  113,000  January  1,  194$ 

14  to  26  13,000  January  1,  1946 

27  to  38  12,000  January  1,  194? 

The  District  has  no  other  present  indebtedness.  Small 
assessments  have  been  levied  in  the  past  to  maintain  the  organi- 
zation. These  will  be  increased  to  meet  the  installment  pay- 
ments on  the  warrants  and  to  provide  for  operation  and  mainte- 
nance costs. 


-  14  - 


NEW  WATER  POPE 

The  California  Irrigation  District  Act  was  repealed 
by  the  Legislature  of  194-3 »  and  its  provisions  were  rewritten 
and  incorporated  as  Division  11  of  the  New  Water  Code.   The  old 
act  had  been  on  the  Statute  Books  since  l897  and  had  received 
amendments  and  additions  at  almost  every  succeeding  legislative 
session.  The  pvirpose  of  codification  was  to  restate  the  law  in 
concise  form,  deleting  obsolete  portions  without  making  changes 
in  legal  effect,  and  arranging  the  material  in  such  a  way  that 
it  could  be  more  easily  fovmd. 

Preliminary  drafts  of  the  proposed  water  code  were 
mailed  to  interested  persons  by  the  California  Code  Commission, 
and  numerous  conferences  were  held  to  obtain  viewpoints  and 
suggestions  from  those  immediately  affected,  to  make  certain 
that  the  new  code  correctly  stated  the  existing  law  from  a 
practical  as  well  as  a  legal  standpoint.  The  Irrigation 
Districts  Association  retained  special  counsel  to  analyze  each 
section  of  Division  11  of  the  Code,  covering  the  Irrigation 
District  Act,  before  making  its  recommendations. 

The  final  draft  of  the  Water  Code,  as  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  was  adopted  and  became  Chapters  568  to  372  of  the 
Statutes  of  1943 •  The  acts  went  into  effect  on  August  4th  of 
that  year.  Although  the  Code  contained  most  of  the  statutory 
law  relating  to  water,  it  was  not  complete.   In  ntmbering  the 
divisions,  space  was  consequently  left  for  the  making  of  subse- 
quent additions.  The  subjects  covered  by  Divisions  1  to  6 
included:   General  State  Powers  Over  Water;  Water}  Dams;  Wells, 
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Pumping  Plants,  Conduits,  and  Streams;  Flood  Control;  The  State 
Water  Plan,  Authorities  and  Boards.  Divisions  10  and  11  con- 
tained: Financial  Supervision  of  Districts,  and  Irrigation 
Districts,  respectively.  The  statutes  remaining  to  be  codified 
and  added  as  Divisions  7>  8,  and  9  will  cover  other  types  of 
water  districts  such  as  reclamation,  flood  control,  county 
water,  conservation,  and  similar  organizations. 

To  fill  immediate  demands  for  copies  of  the  new 
Water  Code,  the  State  Division  of  Water  Resources  issued  a  re- 
print of  Chapter  368  from  the  Statutes  of  194-5  which  contained 
all  of  the  water  laws  codified,  including  the  amendments  that 
were  made  at  the  1945  Legislative  Session.  Separate  pamphlets 
covering  sections  of  the  code  pertaining  to  Water  Rights, 
Supervision  of  Dams,  State  Water  Plan,  and  Irrigation  District 
Laws  were  also  printed  to  supply  the  requirements  of  those 
interested  only  in  these  special  subjects. 

The  pamphlet  designated  "Irrigation  District  Laws" 
was  labeled  "Bulletin  No.  l8-H"  to  continue  the  series  of 
publications  by  this  title  that  had  been  issued  by  the  Division 
of  Water  Resources  on  the  California  Irrigation  District  A.ct, 
as  revised,  following  each  session  of  the  Legislature  since 
1919*  Bulletin  No.  l8-H  included  the  Districts  Securities 
Commission  Law,  the  Irrigation  District  Law,  and  other  laws 
related  to  irrigation  district  operations.   It  did  not  include 
the  County  Water  District  Act,  the  California  Water  District 
Act  or  the  Wnter  Storage  District  A.ct,  which  were  in  previous 
issues,  as  these  acts  still  remained  to  be  codified  and  placed 
in  the  Water  Code  at  a  later  date. 
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DISTRICTS  SECURITIES  COMMISSION 

The  California  Districts  Securities  Commission, 
created  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  in  19^1,  is  composed  of 
five  members;  the  Attorney  General,  State  Superintendent  of 
Banks,  State  Engineer,  and  two  district  officials  appointed  by 
the  Governor.  It  is  charged  with  direction  of  the  financial 
and  physical  affairs  of  irrigation  districts  and  certain  other 
types  of  public  water  districts  whose  primary  function  is  that 
of  irrigation,  reclamation  or  drainage  of  land. 
Transactions  Approved  in  1943 

Some  of  the  more  important  financial  transactions 

investigated  and  passed  upon  by  the  Commission  during  the  year 

were: 

1.  Nevada  Irrigation  District's  request  for 
approval  of  a  new  contract  with  the  Pacific 
Gas  and  Electric  Company,  involving  the  is- 
suance of  |1, 500, 000  in  refunding  bonds  to 
refinance  certain  outstanding  obligations 
and  provide  funds  for  construction  of  a  new 
dam  and  diversion  canals. 

2»   Imperial  Irrigation  District's  petition  for 
approval  of  plan  to  refinance  outstanding 
indebtedness  by  the  issuance  of  |13,8l8,000 
in  refunding  bonds  and  |738,000  in  refunding 
warrants,  with  substantially  reduced  interest 
rates  and  consequent  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  annual  assessments  required  to  be  levied. 

3»  Vista  Irrigation  District's  request  for  ap- 
proval of  terms  and  conditions  for  the  Issuance 
of  1780,000  in  refunding  bonds  to  take  up 
original  bonds  in  the  amount  of  |1, 643,000  held 
by  RFC  as  security  for  a  refinancing  loan. 

4*  Imperial  Irrigation  District's  petition  for  ap- 
proval of  the  feasibility  of  a  power  development 
project  involving  the  issuance  of  $6,000,000  in 
electric  revenue  bonds  for  purchase,  improvement, 
and  consolidation  with  their  own  system, of  the 
California  Electric  Power  Company  properties  in 
Imperial  County  and  adjacent  to  Ooaohella  Valley. 
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STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 

The  tables  following  this  section  contain  a  siimmary 
of  information  reported  by  eighty-five  irrigation  districts  for 
the  year  194-3 •  They  cover  field  operations  during  that  period 
and  the  financial  status  of  each  active  district  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  A  brief  discussion  of  the  contents  of  these 
tables  follows. 
Source. of  Water  Supply,  Storage,  and  Distribution 

In  Table  I  are  shown  the  sources  of  water  supply  of 
the  districts,  capacities  of  reservoirs,  water  stored  for  the 
season  of  1943,  water  diverted  by  gravity  and  by  district  pumps, 
and  the  distribution  of  water  diverted.  Also  listed  are  the 
number  of  district  wells  in  operation,  the  horsepower  installed 
for  pumping,  and  the  average  pumping  lift. 

Storage  reservoirs  with  a  combined  total  capacity  of 
about  1,110,700  acre-feet  were  operated  by  twenty- three 
districts.  Stored  water  available  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea- 
son amounted  to  919,^50  acre-feet  or  eighty-three  percent  01 
the  total  capacity.  At  the  end  of  the  season  248,700  acre-feet 
remained  in, storage.  The  total  amount  of  water  diverted  by  all 
districts  was  reported  as  8,766,300  acre-feet,  of  which  approxi- 
mately eighty-four  percent  was  diverted  from  surface  streams  by 
gravity,  eleven  percent  by  piomping  from  streams,  and  five  per- 
cent by  pumping  from  district  wells. 

The  districts  operated  688  wells  for  irrigation  or 
drainage  purposes,  and  248  pumping  plants  for  lifting  water  from 
other  sources.  For  all  pumping  operations  an  installation  of 
45,961  horsepower  was  reported,  ninety-six  percent  of  vrtiich  was 
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supplied  by  electric  motors  and  the  remainder  by  gas  or  diesel 

engines. 

Irrigation  District  Crop  Reports 

Table  II  gives  the  gross  area,  the  assessed  area,  and 
the  estimated  irrigable  area  of  each  district.   It  shows  the  ir- 
rigated and  dry  cropped  acreage  reported  for  1943 »  as  well  as 
the  kind  and  acreage  of  various  crops  grown  where  this  informa- 
tion was  available. 

The  total  gross  area  of  ninety-seven  districts  listed 
was  3,413,814  acres,  of  which  2,841,550  acres  were  considered 
irrigable.  There  were  2,502,167  acres  on  the  assessment  rolls, 
showing  ein  average  increase  of  two  percent  in  private  holdings 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  total  cultivated  area  in  all  districts  reporting 
was  1,963»710  acres,  comprising  1,852,288  acres  under  irrigation 
and  131,422  acres  dry-farmed.  Approximately  sixty-nine  percent 
of  the  irrigable  area  was  irrigated  during  1943  in  eighty  districts 
that  supplied  crop  information. 

The  following  suimnary  gives  the  total  acreage  in 

various  kinds  of  irrigated  crops: 

Summary  of  Irrigated  Crops 
in  Eighty  Irrigation  Districts  Reporting 


Kind  of  Crop 

Acres 

Percentage 

Alfalfa 

300,170 

16.4 

Clover 

117,156 

6.4 

Cotton 

32,152 

1.8 

Rice 

74,811 
86,212 

4.1 

Grain  and  Grain  Hay 

4.7 

Other  Field  Crops 

282,852 

15.5 

Vegetables  and  Truck 

92,365 

5.0 

Grapes 

156,467 

8.5 

Deciduous  Fruits 

94,355 

^•^ 

Nuts  and  Olives 

15,190 

0.8 

Citrus  and  Avocados 

31,548 

1.7 

Irrigated  Pasture 

119,397 

6.5 

Not  Segregated 

429,622 

2?. 4 

Total 

l,b32,2«0 

100.0 
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Assessments,  Certificates  of  Sale,  Tax  Delinquent  Lands 

Table  III  sets  up  the  total  assessed  valuations,  the 
assessment  rates,  and  the  amounts  of  assessments  levied  in  each 
active  district  for  the  last  two  assessment  years.  Payments 
are  usually  collected  in  two  installments,  the  first  falling 
delinquent  on  the  last  Monday  in  December,  and  the  second  on 
the  last  Monday  in  June  of  the  following  year.  For  the  assess- 
ment year  194-2-1943,  a  total  levy  of  $4,436,353  was  made  by 
seventy-one  of  the  districts  reporting.  Delinquencies  in  pay- 
ment of  assessments  on  the  date  of  certificate  sale  ranged  from 
less  than  one  percent  to  a  maximum  of  31»1  percent.  The  aver- 
age delinquency  was  3*8  percent  for  the  group  as  a  whole,  with 
only  three  districts  exceeding  a  delinquency  of  fifteen  percent, 
the  amount  provided  for  in  setting  the  assessment  rate. 

The  total  value  of  tax  sale  certificates  held  by 
fifty-six  districts  reporting  this  information  at  the  close  of 
the  year  1943  amounted  to  $370,187.  This  was  a  decrease  of 
forty-two  percent  in  the  amount  held  the  preceding  year,  and 
indicates  that  redemptions  are  being  made  on  a  wide  scale  under 
present  favorable  conditions. 

The  total  area  of  tax  deeded  land  held  by  forty-six 
districts  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  136,834  acres.  An   ad- 
ditional area  of  3»702  acres  located  in  eighteen  districts  had 
been  delinquent  for  three  years  or  longer  and  was  subject  to 
tax  deed,  but  title  had  not  yet  been  taken.  Forty-five  districts 
reported  receipts  of  $498,779  from  land  sales  in  1943,  indicating 
the  rapid  restoration  of  such  properties  to  private  ownership  and 
the  assessment  rolls. 
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Annual  Financial  Reports  -  Receipts  and  Disbursements 

Table  IV  is  a  summary  of  the  annual  financial  reports 
of  eighty-two  districts,  showing  particularly  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  1943*  Under  the  provisions  of  Sections 
22357  and  24274  of  the  Water  Code,  each  district  board  of 
directors  is  required,  on  or  before  their  March  meeting,  to 
render  and  publish  a  verified  statement  of  financial  condition, 
giving  transactions  for  the  preceding  year.   Copies  of  these 
statements  are  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Public  Works  for 
examination  by  the  State  Engineer* 

Because  of  the  various  accounting  methods  in  use  by 
the  districts,  there  is  no  prescribed  form  for  published 
financial  statements,  other  than  the  code  requirements  that  they 
show  receipts  and  their  sources,  disbursements  and  their  pur- 
poses.  A  partial  breakdown  of  total  statement  amounts  is  given 
in  the  limited  column  headings  of  the  tabulation. 

Cash  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  is  shown  for 
each  district,  together  with  receipts  from  assessments,  water 
sales,  power  sales,  land  sales,  leases,  and  miscellaneous 
sources.   Disbursements  are  segregated  to  indicate,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  costs  of  administration,  operation  and  mainteanoe, 
debt  service,  capital  outlays,  including  investments  in  govern- 
ment securities,  and  other  expenditures.  Total  receipts  from 
all  sources  for  the  eighty- two  districts  listed  were  $38,274,534» 
while  total  disbursements  for  the  same  period  amounted  to 
$35,796,829. 
Bonds  and  Warrants 

-  Table  V  gives  the  status  of  irrigation  district  bonds 
and  warrants  outstanding  as  of  July  13 »  1944.   Seventy-one 
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districts  are  listed  with  outstanding  bonds  and  nine  with  regis- 
tered interest  bearing  warrants.  San  Ysidro  Irrigation  District 
retired  the  last  of  its  $25 » 000  bond  issue  during  the  year,  re- 
ducing by  one  the  number  of  districts  with  outstanding  indebted- 
ness. 

The  following  seven  districts  still  show  overdue  and 
unpaid  bond  principal  as  the  result  of  default: 


- 

Year 

Bonds 

Principal 

District 

Organized 

Outstanding 

in  Default 

Baiter  Creek 

1917 

$511,000 

$511,000 

El  Gamino 

1921 

423,000 

114,000 

Kaxwell 

1918 

234,000 

234,000 

Stinson 

1921 

360,000 

202,600 

Table  Mountain 

1922 

187,000 

3,000 

Tule 

1920 

806,000 

806,000 

Williams 

1920 

562,000 

81,000 

I 


Plans  are  being  worked  out  in  three  of  these  districts 
to  liquidate  the  indebtedness  at  a  few  cents  on  the  dollar,  but 
attempts  to  refinance  the  others  have  thus  far  met  with  little 
success. 

The  Montague  District,  which  was  not  in  default  in 
bond  principal,  but  had  overdue  and  unpaid  interest  in  the 
amount  of  $1,197,960,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Bond- 
holders late  in  the  year  by  vrtiich  the  entire  outstanding  in- 
debtedness would  be  liquidated  at  a  cash  redemption  figure  of 
about  $378,000. 

Original  bond  issues  that  have  been  refunded  and  can- 
celled do  not  appear  in  the  tabulation,  but  in  a  few  cases  where 
reorganization  plans  are  incomplete,  the  old  securities  are  car- 
ried on  the  books  as  the  district  debt.  Where  the  issuance  of 
refunding  bonds  has  been  held  up  pending  settlement  of  liti- 
gation with  dissenting  minority  bondholders,  the  actual  capital 
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debt  of  a  district  is  represented  by  the  amount  of  the  R.F.C. 
loan  disbursed  plus  the  discount  value  of  the  old  bonds  that 
have  not  been  deposited  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  compo- 
sition. 

The  seventy-one  districts  listed  in  the  tabulation 
had  a  total  of  $68,732,068  in  outstanding  bonds  as  of  July 
15,  1944. 

Bonds  validated  by  the  Securities  Commission  for 

certification  in  1943  included  the  following: 

Original  Issues 

Nevada  Irrigation  District, 

3rd  Issue,  1st  Division $  1,070,000 

Imperial  Irrigation  District, 

8th  Issue,  Electric  Revenue.  .  .  .   6,000,000 

Refunding  Issues 

Byron-Bethany  Irrigation  District, 

2nd  Refunding  Issue.  .......    342,^00 

Imperial  Irrigation  District, 

2nd  Refunding  Issue 13,815,000 

Vista  Irrigation  District, 

2nd  Refunding  Issue .    780,000 

Directory  of  California  Irrigation  Districts 

T^ble  VI  contains  a  directory  of  one  hundred  irri- 
gation districts  and  four  water  storage  districts  scattered 
throughout  the  State.  The  county  or  counties  in  which  each 
district  is  located  are  shown  with  estimates  of  the  rural  and 
urban  population.  The  names  of  district  officers,  including 
president,  secretary,  attorney,  manager  or  engineer  are  listed 
and  the  address  of  each  district  office  is  given. 
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